


DIRECTOR’S NOTE
Thank you for your patronage and support of the arts. We couldn’t 

survive without you. 
The Last Real Summer is a memory play written by little-known 

Canadian playwright Warren Graves. It was first produced by Theatre 3 
in Edmonton, Alberta in 1981. 

Some say The Last Real Summer is about love and loss, some say it’s a war 
story. I’m convinced it’s about love, memory, and the “what ifs” 

throughout our lives. A “what if” could be construed as regret, but in 
this play, I believe it’s about the curiosity of “what if?” We’ve all been 

there. “What if I had taken that path and what if I hadn’t?” 
Memories are cloudy at best, and we all recall a memory in a very 

different way from someone else who has had the same experiences. 
We remember loss, but we also should remember what joy we had that 

brought us to today. 
We are dealing with two eras in this play, 1980 and 1939-1942, and with 

the same character at two different ages. These were the play’s major 
challenges. The author, though, scripted it in such a way that we get 

drawn into it … the story, the real life, the memory. 
I have been extremely blessed with an incredibly enthusiastic and 

talented cast who immersed themselves deeply in their roles and the eras 
with their lively research and character discussions. I asked questions 

and they found the answers. A director’s dream! 
The talented design team and crew also took on their roles proudly and 
professionally, bringing the stage to life for you, recognizing that their 

contributions to the production are just as important as those 
of the actors.

Please immerse yourself in memory; experience the emotions, and enjoy
the special magic the cast and crew bring to you, and ask yourself … 

what is your “what if?”

Brenda Worsnop, Director

SETTING
Rural Alberta, 1980 and 1939-1942.

There will be one fifteen-minute intermission.

Warning: Sound of gunfire and an explosion.
Some references in the script may be offensive to some audience members.



CAST
(in order of appearance)

Honor Sylvester - Dr. Elizabeth Wharton
Stew Granger - Herbert Tingley
Lisa Eastwood - Molly Tingley
Steph Watson - Kathy Wharton
Arden Payne - Lizzie Tingley

Josh Osmond - Doug Cameron
Nelia Amaro - Peggy Cameron

Jeff Halligan - Duncan Cameron

PRODUCTION TEAM
Producer - Leslee Argue

Production Assistant - Doreen Page
Director - Brenda Worsnop

Director Trainee - Francine Belanger
Stage Manager - Fran Martin

Assistant Stage Managers - Karen Gomes, Deirdre McIntosh
Set Design - Wendy Sheppard

Set Decor - Sandra Vinge
Properties Lead - Karen Gomes
Properties - Deirdre McIntosh

Lead Set Construction - Paul Herron
Set Construction - Jim Abbott, John Geloso, Frank Jossinet, 

Scott Moddle, Bill Reid
Lead Painter - Hsiu Liao

Painter - Pat Papp
Lighting Design - Ward McCance

Lighting Hang - Kate Blundell, Matt Blundell, Ward McCance, 
Victor Svenningson

Lighting Operator - Ward McCance
Sound Design - Tony Armstrong

Sound Setup - Victor Svenningson
Sound Operator - Fran Martin
Costume Design - Jamie Finan
Hair Design - Ashleigh Watts
Hair Assistant - Katie Brown

Makeup Design - Amy Deremo
Show Photographer

Social Media - Ian Everdell, Anthea Goodwin, Rebecca Reid
- Sherwood McLernon



Website - Ian Everdell
Radio - Jack Boyagian, April Corning

Sponsors - Jack Boyagian
Poster, Digital & Program Design - Lauren Page Russell

Marketing - Valerie Russell
Finance – Jamie Finan, Allena Godfrey, Lynn Wilcox

Front of House Volunteers - Kaye Torrie (Lead), Doreen Allan, 
Leslee Argue, Solveig Barber, Carol Beauchamp, Kara Besson, 
Kate Blundell, Matt Blundell, Jack Boyagian, Jeremy Brans, 

Jennifer Darrell,  Allyson Demoe, Wendy de Vries, Jean Gardner, Laura 
Garton, Margaret Heenan, Sharon Rathbone, Neil Torrie, 

Lynn Wilcox, Brenda Worsnop
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Judy Hopkins (painted 3 paintings in cafe), Petticoat Lane, 
Tom Sylvester, Ann Hancock, Chris Worsnop, Roy’s ‘little red truck’

This production of The Last Real Summer was enthusiastically supported by

Councillor Randy Barber and  Family
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HONOR SYLVESTER (Dr. Elizabeth Wharton) is marking her 
fourteenth on-stage appearance with Northumberland Players since 
joining in 1999. She was most recently seen as Marlafaye in the dinner 
theatre production of The Savannah Sipping Society. Over the years, Honor 
has contributed to more than thirty-five productions - on stage, behind 
the scenes, and even on the Board of Directors - in roles including 
producer, stage manager, program and poster designer, show 
photographer, and dresser, proving she’s just as comfortable bringing a 
show to life offstage as she is performing on it. She feels incredibly 
fortunate to work with this fabulously talented, dedicated, and 
delightfully riotous cast under the extremely capable direction of Brenda 
Worsnop. Honor is thrilled to be part of bringing this story to the stage. 

STEW GRANGER (Herbert Tingley) is pleased to be at the Firehall again, 
having previously been seen here as Torvald in A Doll’s House, Part 2 in 
the 2024-2025 season for NP. He was last seen in Murder on the Orient 
Express for VOS and Wild Irish Geese for 4th Line Theatre. He is grateful to 
Will and his family for all their love and support and to you for coming 
out to see live theatre today. For JD and CR.

LISA EASTWOOD (Molly Tingley) is thrilled to be part of this fun-
loving and extraordinary cast of gifted artists. The role of Molly is an 
absolute joyful pleasure to bring to life. The Last Real Summer marks Lisa’s 
debut with the Players. A theatre veteran, Lisa has enjoyed acting, 
singing, and dancing in numerous operas, operettas, and musicals. 
Favourite roles include: Rosalinde in Die Fledermaus, Lauretta in Gianni 
Schicchi, Magnolia in Showboat, Mabel in Pirates of Penzance (THEA 
nominated), and Tillie Boulter in Anne of Green Gables. The role of 
Guinevere in Camelot (THEA award) will always be a cherished memory. 
Kicking up her heels and singing at the National Home Show and Royal 
Winter Fair was a definite whirlwind of an experience. Lisa would like 
to thank her family for their unwavering support encouraging her to 
“walk the walk” and for realizing that one is never too “young” to play 
as a child. She also sends thanks to an outstanding artistic team, and to 
Brenda, who has trusted her as keeper of such a precious soul as Molly’s.

STEPH WATSON (Kathy Wharton) is enjoying her fifth show with the 
Players. Having done this play in high school over 20(!) years ago, when 
she played the role of Molly, Steph was excited to do the show again as a 
different character and with more experience. The dedication and 



collaboration the cast and crew have brought to this show made for a 
wonderful experience. Special thanks go to Steph’s husband and kids for 
their patience and encouragement while she took on this project.

ARDEN PAYNE (Lizzie Tingley) is delighted to be returning to 
Northumberland Players after making her Cobourg stage debut as 
Lotty Wilton in last year’s Enchanted April. Based in Peterborough, she has 
performed with Peterborough Theatre Guild and Globus Theatre, and 
has stage-managed for the Electric City Players (Macbeth, Twelfth Night). A 
graduate student at Trent University, Arden is adapting and directing a 
production of John Lyly’s Galatea for her thesis project with the Electric 
City Players. It will mark her directorial debut when it runs in February 
2027. She is grateful to be a part of this wonderfully talented cast and 
crew, and hopes audiences will laugh, cry, and love deeply alongside 
them!

JOSH OSMOND (Doug Cameron) is delighted to be making their 
theatrical debut in this production. A professional in the beauty industry, 
they love helping others feel confident and creative. They are 
incredibly grateful to their partner and family for their unwavering 
support throughout this journey.

NELIA AMARO (Peggy Cameron) is delighted to return to the 
Northumberland Players as Peggy Cameron in The Last Real Summer. She 
has previously performed with the Players as Hunyak in Chicago and as 
Amy Lee in Laundry and Bourbon.  Her most recent role was as Princess 
Dragomiroff in Murder on The Orient Express and perhaps her most notable 
was as the Wicked Witch of the West in The Wizard of Oz (both 
performances with VOS Theatre). Thanks to Brenda for casting her in 
this poignant love story with such a talented ensemble and creative team!

JEFF HALLIGAN (Duncan Cameron) is grateful to be part of this 
amazing cast and working with Brenda and the whole team. This is 
his first project with the Northumberland Players but he most recently 
played Hercule Poirot in Ken Ludwig’s adaptation of Agatha Christie’s 
Murder on the Orient Express with VOS Theatre. Prior shows include The 
Sound of Music and The Music Man. Off stage he has directed a number of 
shows with VOS Theatre, including Mary Poppins and The Addams Family. 
He thanks his wife and family for giving him the encouragement to 
continue his new theatre passion.
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