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'm going to assume that unless you recently arrived here from another planet, you have heard of the
musical 'Chicago'.

It was originally a play written in 1926 by Maurine Dallas Watkins, an American playwright and
screenwriter, who worked briefly as a Chicago Tribune reporter. It was about two women,
fictionalized as Roxie and Velma, who murdered their lovers in 1924 during prohibition. It was big
news. Both were set free. In 1976, it became a musical; and in 1996 a Broadway revival.

I can tell you none of the previous versions can possibly hold a candle to the Northumberland
Players production. It took seven months of rehearsals — many of the cast took two months of jazz
dancing classes before starting rehearsals in October — and thousands of hours to get the
choreography, musical direction, sets, props and costumes to the perfection you will see at the
Capitol Theatre. Northumberland Players should be very, very proud.

It took 12 years for Northumberland Players to finally get the rights to perform 'Chicago'. Without a
shadow of a doubt, it was worth the wait. What an extraordinary privilege it was to be there and
experience the acting, singing, dancing and incredible gymnastics of this remarkable troupe.

It was sensational; the props, costumes, lighting, sets, sounds, projections, and backdrops. And the
orchestra, sitting on its own stage above the players, was such an integral part of the production —



just amazing! I wish I had the space to name every member of the cast and crew. Every single one is
sensational.

There are so many fabulous, unforgettable lines that it’s impossible to mention them all here, but I
can’t resist sharing just one: “I started fooling around, and then I started screwing around, which is
fooling around without dinner.”

'Chicago' is at the Capitol Theatre until March 1.


