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Who are Northumberland Players? 

Northumberland Players is live, local, and committed to bringing quality theatre to the 
whole family. Over 10,000 people attended our productions last year.  In its 40 years, 
Northumberland Players has won Theatre Ontario awards for performance, directing, 
music and production. They also have a very active Youth Theatre which performs a 
major children’s Christmas production and runs drama camps throughout the summer 
months.  
 
Northumberland Players provides opportunities in all aspects of quality theatre –– over 
250 enthusiastic, un-paid volunteers who work as actors, directors, producers, set 
builders, costume makers, etc., are proof there is passion for live theatre in 
Northumberland County.  
 
When you attend a not-for-profit theatre company performance, your entertainment 
dollars stay in the community, the cultural and economic benefits rippling throughout 
Northumberland County. We truly suppport Buy Local Northumberland. 
 
Be a Player:  There are many roles!  Volunteers participate in all aspects of community 
theatre in acting, artistic, backstage, clerical, construction, production and/or technical 
roles on the production teams or in administrative roles. Many have "learned on the 
job" and you can too.  For more information on all the things you could do and to sign 
up, go to:     northumberlandplayers.ca/get-involved/sign-volunteer/ 

 
Members have a voice in Northumberland Players, a vote at the Annual General 
Meeting, and can serve on the Board of Directors. Membership fees provide on-going 
support for the administration of the Players. Memberships are $25. A Family 
Membership of $40 includes spouses and, as non-voting members, children and youth.  
To become a member go to:     northumberlandplayers.ca/get-involved/membership/ 
 
Donors provide financial support.  To find out how you can make a donation, go to: 
northumberlandplayers.ca/get-involved/donate/ 

 
Sponsors provide support for productions or for a season, and receive advertising during 
their sponsorship.  To learn more about sponsorship, go to: 
northumberlandplayers.ca/get-involved/sponsorship/ 
 
Visit us at www.northumberlandplayers.ca for more information about what we do and 
what you can do!  Ask for our newsletter, donate, sign up as a member, register a child 
for camp, audition, become a volunteer…  Join Us! 
 
You can visit the Firehall office at 213 Second Street, Cobourg, or call 905-372-0577.  We 
accept VISA and Mastercard.  The office is open 10am to 1pm Fridays.  You can also 
contact us by email at info@northumberlandplayers.com 

We thank our production sponsors and supporters and encourage 
you to support these local businesses: 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cast 
(in order of appearance) 

   

Catherine . . . Kristy Bird 

Janet . . . April Corning 

Margaret . . . Carol Beauchamp 

Eve . . . Auriele Diotte 

Marta . . .  Anne-Marie Bouthillette 

   

             
Set in Calgary, Alberta, during the 1940s, WAITING FOR THE PARADE 
portrays the lives of five Canadian women during the time of WWII. 
Their stories unfold in short vignettes over 24 scenes, providing a sense 
of the wider impact of this historical event upon the lives of families 
back home. 
The Northumberland Players is pleased to submit our production of 
WAITING FOR THE PARADE by John Murrell to the 2017 Eastern Ontario 
Drama League Festival.       
  

Please note electronic cigarettes will be used during the 
performance 

There will be a 15-minute intermission 

  
Executive: Directors: 
President: Jack Boyagian 
Vice-President: Matt Kowalyk 
Treasurer: Garth Holloway 
Secretary: Claire Rowett 

Anne-Marie Bouthillette 
Maureen Holloway 
Jody Ledgerwood 
Jessica Outram 
Evan Soutter 
Marley Soutter 
Tiffany Wolters 

 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2016 – 2017 

 The Board of Directors of Northumberland Players is elected 
at the Annual General Meeting in November.  Any member 
can stand for election to the board.  Members of the Board 
of Directors may be contacted by leaving a message at 905-
372-0577 or by emailing info@northumberlandplayers.com  

For your safety, please remain seated  

during the performance 

until the house lights are turned on. 



 

 

Director’s Notes 
 
What an opportunity to work on this incredible play by John Murrell!  
Written in 1977, and first performed in Calgary then in England in 
1979, the style, the period, the characters are all challenging and 
rewarding.  How interesting that a play delving into the lives of women 
was written by a man! 
 
Each woman is strong in her own way, yet broken in other ways.  Our 
research took us back to our parents’ and grandparents’ history and 
made us realize what difficult times they lived in during WWII.  We 
shared family wartime pictures that brought home many memories 
and surprises.  The actors opened themselves to every possibility, 
every suggestion and every emotion. 
 
This play is very dear to my heart as I relate to it through my mother 
who was at home raising a child while my father was at war for 5 years.  
She kept the home fires burning, as do the women in this play - 
waiting. 
 
Performing this particular play in the intimate Firehall theatre creates 
its own challenges in movements, but engages the audience in the 
actions and emotions of the cast.  In his notes, Mr. Murrell mentions 
that he recommends minimalism and simplicity for the overall staging 
of his play to maintain the “energy of the waiting”.  We did our very 
best to do honour his intentions. 
 
Lighting and sound strongly help set the scene.  Handmade and 
painstakingly researched costumes, props, hair and makeup, and décor 
create the authenticity of the period.  Hundreds of hours of work were 
dedicated by a very committed team to help you focus on what it was 
like for the women on the home front – waiting.  
 
I have been very fortunate to have had such a talented, dedicated and 
happy team headed by my outstanding producers and stage manager.  
I hope you enjoy the wonderful magic created here. 
 
Brenda Worsnop 

 

CAROL BEAUCHAMP – Margaret 
Carol is thrilled to be working with an amazing 
director and extremely talented cast & crew on 
“Waiting” – a show she originally auditioned for 30 
years ago – sometimes it takes a while to land a 
role!  Selected acting credits include: Masha: 
Vanya, Sonia Masha & Spike, Mrs. Ravenscroft – 
Ravenscroft, Chris – Calendar Girls, Maxine – 
Stepping Out, Shirley – Shirley Valentine, Mama – I 
Remember Mama, The Woman – Veronica’s Room. 
Directing credits include: Five Tellers Dancing in the 
Rain, Love List, Murder on the Rerun and Always a 
Bridesmaid. 

 

AURIELE DIOTTE – Eve 
Auriele is stepping onto the Northumberland 
Player's stage for the second time, the first being 
in Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night (2016). She is 
delighted to be alongside such an amazing cast 
and crew who are a joy to be around and bring so 
much life into the production. She is a graduate of 
Redeemer University College (2014) holding a B.A. 
in Theatre Performance, and had the pleasure of 
being in many productions including: 
Shakespeare’s Love’s Labour’s Lost, Drama At 
Inish, Reasons to be Pretty, and South Pacific. She 
is also currently a teacher at the Act One School of 
Drama in Pickering. 

 

ANN-MARIE BOUTHILETTE – Marta 
This is Anne-Marie's 9th season with the Players; 
most recently playing "Gretchen" in last season's 
award-winning Boeing Boeing.  Musical theatre is 
what initially drew her to the Players; she has had 
roles in Hair, Cabaret, Jesus Christ Superstar, More 
Work Than A Puppy, It's a Wonderful Life, and All 
the King's Women, to name a few.  She also 
produced, stage managed, and currently sits on 
the Players' Board of Directors - this lovely crazy 
bunch of community theatre peeps has become 
her second family!  Anne-Marie has very much 
enjoyed being part of the Parade ensemble, and 
wishes to thank her fellow cast members, director 
Brenda Worsnop, and the entire production crew 
for the great experience. 
 



 

 
  

Production Volunteers 

Producers  . . . Doreen Page and Laura Garton 
Director . . . Brenda Worsnop 

Stage Manager . . . Kara Besson 
Set Design . . .  Brenda Worsnop 
Set Décor 

Set Properties 
 

Costumes 
Light Design & Operator 

Sound Design 
Sound Operator 

. . . 

. . . 
 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

Lee Wakelin 
Marg Hilborn, Micheline Prendergast 
and Mary Doig 
Dawn Watters & Grace Price 
Ward McCance 
Chris Worsnop 
Elaine Winger 

Set Construction Lead 
Painting Lead 

. . . 
. .. . .

Dave Clark 
Lee Wakelin 

Front of House . . . Patricia Crimmins and Catherine 
Martin 

Hair . . . Erin Martin 
Show Photographer . . . Sherwood McLennon 

Poster Design . . . Greg Curtis 
Program  . . . Laura Garton 

   
   

Acknowledgements 

Patti Loach • Piano arrangements 
Ross and Carol Pigeau • Piano stool 

Kara Besson • Donation of piano 
Town of Cobourg, Street Piano Program 

Beyond the Blue Box 
Northumberland Hills Hospital Auxiliary Crafter • Yarn supply 

Mike Sonosky • Set build 
Wendy Sheppard • Painting 

Northumberland Players Costume House volunteers 
Male singers from The Players’ musical production 

Front of House Volunteers 
Rosemary Allerston • Assist with poster tagline 

Sharon Anderson, Fran Martin, Margaret Hilborn, Laura Andrews, 
Jamie Finan, Dawn Watters, Jack Boyagian • Drapes repair 

Stevenson Cartage 
A special thanks to David McTavish 

And thank you to Jack Boyagian for the Opening Night Club. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
BRENDA WORSNOP – Director 
Brenda has been involved in theatre since the tender 
age of seven & has an extensive history as a director, 
actor, stage manager & set designer around Ontario.  In 
her ten years with the Players, she has appeared in Steel 
Magnolias, Bedroom Farce, Six Dance Lessons in Six 
Weeks, & Agnes of God & directed Any Wednesday, 
Having Hope at Home, & Rabbit Hole.  She thanks the 
crew for their expertise working on this challenging & 
rewarding play, and is grateful for a cast which has 
brought much joy with their playfulness, creativity & 
extraordinary talents in bringing each character to life.  
She hopes you enjoy the nostalgia & magic of this 
wonderful script! 
 

 

 
KRISTY BIRD – Catherine 
Kristy is a performance graduate of the Marilyn I Walker 
School of Fine and Performing Arts at Brock University. 
Favourite past roles include; Maria in Brock 
University's Twelfth Night, Mabel Chiltern in Empty 
Box Theatre’s An Ideal Husband and Gloria Hawkins in 
NP's Boeing Boeing. Kristy is honoured to be a part of 
this amazing team and hopes that you enjoy the show! 
 
 

 

 

 
APRIL CORNING - Janet 
April is grateful and excited to return to a formerly 
beloved and long-neglected pastime by making her 
Firehall Theatre debut. She previously performed in 
Bayridge Secondary School (Kingston, ON) 
performances as Elizabeth Proctor in The Crucible, and 
in the chorus of the musicals Godspell and You’re a 
Good Man, Charlie Brown. April counts herself lucky to 
have had the support and patience of her fellow cast 
and crew. After the curtain falls, she jumps into her 
other “roles” as mom and rehabilitation facilitator. 



 

 
 

 announces 
 

 
 

 

For more information, see www.northumberlandplayers.ca 
and for updates on what's happening Like us on Facebook. 


