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Director's Notes
My relationship with William Shakespeare started over thirty years ago. I was
smitten by the language, stories and history, as a youth. My career as an actor
began when I was cast as Sebastian in Twelfth Night. With my feminist attitude
to cross gender casting, I furthered my journey by continuing to transcribe the
Bard's characters from male to female, to afford women actors the enjoyment
of performing roles that otherwise would not be available to them. Since those
early years I have spent my time producing or performing in Shakespearean
plays, studying and transcribing his works.
Twelfth Night is Shakespeare's most outrageous comedy. With characters
larger than life, vulgar innuendo, hilarious quips, the play is typical of
Shakespeare. The conceited character, Malvolio, and the revenge that is
enacted upon him were popular in writing of this period. We ask ourselves even
today, without a villain to see brought down, how do we get dynamic humour?
I have taken the challenging character of Antonio - often misconstrued as being
'in love' with Sebastian - and transcribed this 'notable pirate' into a female. This
afforded me the opportunity to re-analyse this role, taking specific aspects of
Antonio and transforming into a parental role with responsibility for Sebastian,
by retaining the brave protective characteristics, but allowing the kindness and
warmth to come though.
Feste, however, I have never seen as male. It is unclear where Feste is from, so
by making this character female the audience can reach their own conclusion.
Possibly from Romany descendent, she is a woman struggling to get by with her
wit and skills as a songstress. I love this character, and enjoy every aspect of
Feste.
I have placed this production of Twelfth Night as near to its written setting as
affordable, the ambiguous coastal town of Illyria, influenced by period style of
Venetian dress and masks. I was fortunate to have the opportunity to work with
a highly-skilled costume making team to produce magnificent traditional
costumes. By placing Twelfth Night circa 1600, I was met with the challenge of
staging. But as is my style of using traditional thrust staging, or in-the-round
theatre, i can embrace this opportunity to amplify this with traditional set decor
so the audience's is offered the whole experience of stepping back in time. The
painted pillars of the theatre and the 'welkin', or heaven, as a ceiling tapestry,
creates a traditional ambiance in this space, giving a momentary step back in
time.
It is always a pleasure to direct a play in the Firehall Theatre and with the
Northumberland Players. It has been a pleasure to have had this opportunity to
share this incredible play with you and I hope to continue my path as a
Shakespeare director for the rest of my career.
Paula Worley

Who are Northumberland Players?
Northumberland Players is live, local, and committed to bringing quality theatre to the
whole family. In its 40 years, Northumberland Players has won Theatre Ontario awards for
performance, directing, music and production. Last Season, Boeing Boeing won numerous
awards, and best production at the Eastern Ontario Drama League Festival and at the
Theatre Ontario Festival. We also have a very active Youth Theatre which performs a major
children’s Christmas production and runs drama camps throughout the summer months. A
Charlie Brown Christmas was seen by 2800 children and their families, and this year they
are presenting Jungle Book.
Northumberland Players provides opportunities in all aspects of quality theatre –– over 250
enthusiastic, un-paid volunteers who work as actors, directors, producers, set builders,
costume makers, etc., are proof there is passion for live theatre in Northumberland County.
Over 10,000 people attended our productions last year. When you attend a not-for-profit
theatre company performance, your entertainment dollars stay in the community, the
cultural and economic benefits rippling throughout Northumberland County. We truly
suppport Buy Local Northumberland.
Home for Northumberland Players is the historic Second Street Firehall in Cobourg. The
building houses the Players' administrative office, rehearsal spaces and a ground-floor
theatre. The Firehall Theatre is an intimate venue that can be arranged in various
configurations to present innovative theatre.
Northumberland Players Costume House at Unit 4, 450 Campbell Street in Cobourg, is the
home of the Players' vast collection of period and contemporary costumes available for
rentals for theatrical and other events. Northumberland Players also leases The Third Space
on Loveshin Road for set storage and construction.
Be a Player - There are many roles!
We also welcome members and volunteers to join us in producing quality theatre.
• Members have a voice in Northumberland Players, a vote at the Annual General Meeting,
and can serve on the Board of Directors. Membership fees provide on-going support for the
administration of the Players. Memberships are $25. A Family Membership of $40 includes
spouses and, as non-voting members, children and youth.
• Volunteers participate in all aspects of community theatre in acting, artistic, backstage,
clerical, construction, production and/or technical roles on the production teams or in
administrative roles. Many have "learned on the job".
• Donors and Sponsors provide financial support.
Visit us at www.northumberlandplayers.ca for more information about what we do and
what you can do!! Ask for our newsletter, donate, sign up as a member, register a child for
camp, audition, become a volunteer... Join us!
You can visit the Firehall office at 213 Second Street, Cobourg, or call 905-372-0577. We
accept VISA and Master Card. The office is open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fridays.
You can also contact us by email at info@northumberlandplayers.com

Join us for the
Northumberland Players

Annual General Meeting

Cast
Devin Bird . . . Orsino
Mike Chowns . . . Sir Toby Belch

at the Firehall Theatre
213 Second Street, Cobourg
Monday, November 14, at 7:00 p.m.

Norma Connors . . . Officer

Come on out! Have a say!
Get the current news, elect your Board of Directors
and enjoy some refreshments afterwards.

Auriele Diotte . . . Olivia
Irelande Farrell . . . Viola/Cesario

While all are welcome at our AGM,
only members in good standing may vote.

Oliver Graf . . . Sebastian

Sign up and pay for membership
($25 for individuals and $40 for families) at
www.northumberlandplayers.ca/get-involved
or by calling the Firehall Theatre at 905-372-0577
If you are interested in serving on the Board of Directors for 2016-17,
see details in "Annual General Meeting - November 14"
under News on the website homepage.

Rob Davidson . . . Malvolio and Captain

Shane McGowan . . . Sir Andrew Aguecheek
Courtney Patekar-Rolph . . . Fabian
Nikki Parks . . . Maria
Mandy Robinson . . . Valentine and Antonia
Honor Sylvester . . . Feste, the Fool

Setting:
In and about Duke Orsino's house,
Countess Olivia's house and garden,
and the streets of Illyria, aound 1600.

There will be a 20 minute intermission.
Light refreshments are available in the Blair Room
on the second floor, up the stairs to your left.
Washrooms are located on the ground floor
through the exit to your right.

We thank our production sponsors and encourage you to
support these local businesses:

Platinum Sponsor

Shane McGowan - Sir Andrew Aguecheek
Shane is an enthusiastic and outgoing 16 year old who loves
to act and perform. This is his second production with
Northumberland Players, the first being Macbeth, in which
Shane was given 5 roles to perform. He is currently a Grade
11 representative on the CCI Student Council, and intends
on running for Deputy Prime Minister in the spring. He is
delighted to be involved with Twelfth Night, and intends on
doing many more productions in the future.
Nikki Parks - Maria
Nikki's role in Macbeth was her first performance with
Northumberland Players but she has performed with the
Brighton Barn Theatre and Bay of Quinte Players in Funny
Little Thing Called Love, When The Cat's Away, The Chalk
Garden, The Late Edwina Black. When not acting, she owns
The Brighton Inn Bed and Breakfast with her husband Don.
She enjoys working with such a talented cast and crew and
disagrees that quaffing and drinking will undo you!
Courtney Patekar-Rolph - Fabian
Courtney has been involved in theatre since 2004. She has
worked with Famous People Players, Toronto, and this is her
show with Northumberland Players after her debut in Les
Belles Seours. Courtney lives in Cobourg, is a volunteer
acting coach with Community Living, Northumberland West,
and works at Beyond the Blue Box, Cobourg. Courtney is
excited to be in her first Shakespeare play.
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Mandy Robinson - Antonia and Valentine
Excited to return to the stage again since A Midsummer
Night’s Dream, Mandy loves the diversity of her characters
in Twelfth Night. A professional speaker/story teller and a
Distinguished Toastmaster, Cobourg’s own Town Crier,
Winner of the 2015 Award for Leading Women Building
Communities Recognition Program, she is animated and
engaging in every role she brings to life.
Honor Sylvester - Feste
Honor has been involved with NP since 2000. She has served
on the board, produced, stage-managed, and performed in
Inherit The Wind, Steel Magnolias, Having Hope at Home,
Snow White, Agnes of God, Les Belle Soeurs to name a few.
Having never done Shakespeare before, Honor has found it
both exhilarating and frightening. Happy to have had the
opportunity to work with these wonderful actors and this
delightful director. With plenty of humor and foolery in the
play, Honor suggests you make of it What You Will!

Rob Davidson - Malvolio
Rob has only recently found his way back to his first love:
Theatre. After a full and rewarding career in radio and
television he was a little puzzled to find himself at an
audition last fall for the play Funny Little Thing Called Love
at the Brighton Barn Theatre. Through the rehearsals and
performance cycle he has seldom enjoyed himself more.
Then, to his astonishment, this spring he found himself
walking into open auditions for Twelfth Night and was
delighted to be offered the roles he’s performing today.
Feeling Blessed.
Auriele Diotte - Olivia
Auriele is stepping onto the Northumberland Player’s stage
for the first time and she is delighted to be alongside such
an amazing cast and crew. She is a graduate of Redeemer
University College (2014) holding a B.A. in Theatre
Performance and has had the pleasure of being in many
productions including: Shakespeare’s Love Labour’s Lost,
Drama at Inish, Reasons to be Pretty and South Pacific. She
hails from Newtonville, where she lives with her family, cats,
dogs and goats.
Irelande Farrell - Viola/Cesario
Since she started acting 5 years ago, she has been in such
productions as The Snow Queen, Babe, Suessical, Aladdin,
and Oliver Twist. She has also trained at The Randolph
Academy, Talent Intensive Toronto, and Class Act NYC's
thespian acting program. She would like to thank the whole
cast for being such a pleasure to work with.
Oliver Graf - Sebastian
Oliver is nervous, yet excited to perform in his first
Northumberland players’ production, made even more
challenging, as this is also a Shakespearean play. He worked
hard to perfect his tougher, more complicated moments in
Twelfth Night. After all of this work, however, he is excited
to present his portrayal of “Sebastian”. Oliver is a grade ten
student who for the past 3 months has juggled schoolwork,
a job, and his lines. Do enjoy and let him know what you
thought of the performance!

Production Volunteers
Producer . . . Maureen Holloway
Director . . . Paula Worley
Stage Manager . . . Steve Wilson
Set Design . . . Maureen Holloway
Set Construction Head . . . Garth Holloway
Set Construction . . . Jack Boyagian, Farnk Burns, John
Forder, Dave Hogan, Eric Luyendyk,
Ken MacDonald, Dave McTavish,
Jean Philion, Grahame Richardson,
Klaus Schroeder, Mike Sanosky
Set Painting Lead

KImberly Ellery

Set Painters . . . Mary Lou Secord, Wendy Sheppard.
Marg Hilborn
Canvas Painter of "the Welkin" . . . Lois Richardson
Costume Designer . . . Ann Hancock
Costume Assistant . . . Colleen Martin
Hair Consultant . . . Muriel White
Properties . . . Norma Connors
Lighting Design, Lighting Hang . . . Ward McCance
and Lighting Operator
Sound Design . . . Paula Worley
Sound Operator . . . Stephen Wilson
Drum Instructor . . . Oisin Hannigan
Photographer . . . Sherwood McLernon
Poster Design . . . Greg Curtis
Program Design . . . Maureen Holloway
Marketing . . . Alina Adjemian, Laura Garton,
Maureen Holloway

Ward McCance - Lighting Designer and Operator
Ward has designed the lighting for 6 plays for
Northumberland Players the past 2 years. He started in
Ontario summer stock theatre, lighting and set design in
1965, did lighting designs for the Bloor Street Theatre,
and lighting design at the Children's Theater at Expo 67 over
50 shows over the past 50 years. He has worked on Don't
Dress for Dinner, Harvey, All the King's Women, and
Macbeth.
Norma Connors - Officer, and Properties Manager
Norma has been a member of Northumberland Players
since 2006. She has appeared in various acting roles: 93
yr.old Olivine Dubuc in Les Belle Soeurs, Mrs. Greer in
Annie, the mean Aunt Spiker in James and the Giant
Peach. She has worked on many productions backstage
in props as well, most recently Charlie Brown's
Christmas, Harvey, Jesus Christ Superstar, Drinking
Alone and All The King's Women.
Devin Bird - Orsino
This is Devin's second time performimg with
Northumberland Players. He appeared as Malcolm in
Macbeth. He is grateful to be sharing the stage with so
many talented actors both familiar and new. He would
like to thank everyone for making this a great experience
and looks forward to the next one. Cheers!

Mike Chowns - Sir Toby Belch
Mike is very excited to be back on stage at
Northumberland Players. Mike has beeen with the
Players since 2010 and aside from acting he also enjoys
prop building. Previously, Mike has appeared in A
Midsummer Night's Dream and Macbeth, and he has
thoroughly enjoyed working with this talented cast and
crew. You may have seen Mike is such memorable plays
as Christmas Carol, Peter Pan, and The Wizard of Oz.
Thank you for attending and enjoy the show.
Ps. If you're having trouble reading this you probably
forgot your glasses or you're just old.

Stephen Wilson - Stage Manager
Stephen has been involved in Local Community theatre for
several years. His favourite roles include Gaston in Gigi, Bill
Sykes in Oliver, Lord Capulet in Romeo and Juliet, and the
Constable in Fiddler on the Roof. He took the stage with his
elder daughter Jasmine in James and the Giant Peach.This is
Stephen's first time stage managing. He is delighted to be
working with such experienced professionals as Paula and
Maureen.
Ann Hancock - Costume Designer
Since moving to Cobourg in 1998, Ann has designed or sewn
for thirty-three local productions. Suzanne Mess discovered
Ann’s love of fabrics, sewing and theatre and soon they
were put to use in such Cobourg productions as Evita, Man
of La Mancha, Seussical, Spamalot and Les Miserables. Ann
finds each show to be a new and stimulating challenge as
well as a wonderful opportunity to work with so many
talented and dedicated people.
Garth Holloway - Set Construction Lead
Garth has been part of Northumberland players for 10 years.
He has produced many show beginning with Steel
Magnolias, to It's a Wonderful Life, James and the Giant
Peach, and A Charlie Brown Christmas. His favourite role
with the Players is being part of the terrific set construction
team working on all the shows.
Kimberly Ellery- Set Painting Lead
Kimberly is thrilled to be working with a talented group of
ladies. She has been a volunteer with NP for 5 years and has
helped bring many sets to life. Her most memorable are
Peter Pan, Jesus Christ Superstar and Death and the
Maiden. When she is not painting, you may see her
volunteering throughout Northumberland with Habitat for
Humanity, The ACO House Tour or the Port Hope Jazz
Festival. Special thanks to Wendy Sheppard, Mary Lou
Secord, Lois Richardson and Marg Hilborn.
Sherwood McLernon - Show Photographer
Sherwood is enjoying working with this talented group of
artists in his 26th production with the Players. Having been
passionately interested in photography for over 60 years,
from his first Brownie Box camera to his latest digital
camera, he appreciates being able to photograph
tomorrow's upcoming stars and the production volunteers
that make all of this possible.

William Shakespeare - Playwright 1564-1616
William Shakespeare was an English poet, playwright, and
actor. Shakespeare is widely regarded as the greatest writer
in the English language and the world's pre-eminent
dramatist. He wrote about 38 plays, 154 sonnets, two long
narrative poems. His plays have been translated into every
major living language and are performed more often than
those of any other playwright.After his marriage to Anne
Hathaway at 18, he spent most of his time in London writing
and performing in his plays. Between 1585 and 1592, he
began a successful career in London as an actor, writer, and
part-owner of a playing company called the Lord
Chamberlain's Men, later known as the King's Men.
Shakespeare produced most of his known work between
1589 and 1613. His early plays were mainly comedies and
histories and these works remain regarded as some of the
best work produced in these genres. Twelfth Night, written
in 1599, is perhaps his best comedy. He then wrote mainly
tragedies until about 1608, including Hamlet, Othello, King
Lear, and Macbeth, considered some of the finest works in
the English language. Later, he wrote tragicomedies, also
known as romances, and collaborated with other
playwrights.
Maureen Holloway - Producer and Set Designer
Maureen has worked behind the scenes for the Players since
2007. She was costume designer for Steel Magnolias, stagemanaged The Trouble with Richard, The Kitchen Witches,
It's a Wonderful Life (twice), and Macbeth, and co-produced
James and the Giant Peach. She is pleased to be producing
Shakespeare's Twelfth Night with Paula Worley and a cast
eager to perform. Thanks to all for making it fun!
Paula Worley - Director
Paula Worley is directing her fourth production for the
Northumberland Players. Because of her love of
Shakespeare, she founded Northumberland County's
Shakespeare Street Theatre in 2009. She has directed shows
at Victoria Hall, Capitol Theatre, Showplace, Firehall Theatre,
The Human Bean, and county festivals. Her productions
include A Midsummer Night's Dream, Twelfth Night,
Romeo and Juliet, Sonnets and Poetry, James and the Giant
Peach, The Pied Piper of Hamelin, The Wizard of Oz. She
recently performed in Les Belle Soeurs. Paula is an Acting
Coach and Drama teacher.

See www.northumberlandplayers.ca for details about all our productions and
activities, and to sign up to receive our monthly newsletter, the eBlast!

