
 

 

 
We thank our 2016-17 Season Sponsors:   

Platinum Sponsor 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Who are Northumberland Players? 

Northumberland Players is live, local, and committed to bringing quality theatre to the 

whole family. Over 10,000 people attended our productions last year.  In its 40 years, 

Northumberland Players has won Theatre Ontario awards for performance, directing, 

music and production. They also have a very active Youth Theatre which performs a 

major children’s Christmas production and runs drama camps throughout the summer 

months.  

 

Northumberland Players provides opportunities in all aspects of quality theatre –– over 

250 enthusiastic, un-paid volunteers who work as actors, directors, producers, set 

builders, costume makers, etc., are proof there is passion for live theatre in 

Northumberland County.  

 

When you attend a not-for-profit theatre company performance, your entertainment 

dollars stay in the community, the cultural and economic benefits rippling throughout 

Northumberland County. We truly suppport Buy Local Northumberland. 

 

Be a Player:  There are many roles!  Volunteers participate in all aspects of community 

theatre in acting, artistic, backstage, clerical, construction, production and/or technical 

roles on the production teams or in administrative roles. Many have "learned on the 

job" and you can too.  For more information on all the things you could do and to sign 

up, go to:     northumberlandplayers.ca/get-involved/sign-volunteer/ 

 

Members have a voice in Northumberland Players, a vote at the Annual General 

Meeting, and can serve on the Board of Directors. Membership fees provide on-going 

support for the administration of the Players. Memberships are $25. A Family 

Membership of $40 includes spouses and, as non-voting members, children and youth.  

To become a member go to:     northumberlandplayers.ca/get-involved/membership/ 

 

Donors provide financial support.  To find out how you can make a donation, go to: 

northumberlandplayers.ca/get-involved/donate/ 

 

Sponsors provide support for productions or for a season, and receive advertising during 

their sponsorship.  To learn more about sponsorship, go to: 

northumberlandplayers.ca/get-involved/sponsorship/ 

 

Visit us at www.northumberlandplayers.ca for more information about what we do and 

what you can do!  Ask for our newsletter, donate, sign up as a member, register a child 

for camp, audition, become a volunteer…  Join Us! 

 

You can visit the Firehall office at 213 Second Street, Cobourg, or call 905-372-0577.  We 

accept VISA and Mastercard.  The office is open 10am to 1pm Fridays.  You can also 

contact us by email at info@northumberlandplayers.com 

We thank our production sponsors and supporters and encourage 
you to support these local businesses: 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.northumberlandplayers.ca/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

                                           

 

Cast 

 

Sue . . . Francine Bélanger 

Emma . . . Kelly Ambrose 

Veronica . . . Kim Brouwer 

Rebecca . . . Marley Soutter 

Chelsea . . .  Rebecca Sumners 

Tina . . . Madison Chard 
                

Setting:  The De La Roche family cottage, Georgian Bay, Ontario 

Time: Present 

 

   
 

There will be a 15-minute intermission 

For your safety, please remain seated  

during the performance 

until the house lights are turned on. 

     

Executive: 
President:  Jack Boyagian 
Vice-President:  Matt Kowalyk 
Treasurer: Garth Holloway 
Secretary:  Claire Rowett 

Directors: 
Anne-Marie Bouthillette 
Maureen Holloway 
Jody Ledgerwood 
Jessica Outram 
Evan Soutter 
Marley Soutter 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2016 – 2017 
 

The Board of Directors of Northumberland Players is elected 
at the Annual General Meeting in November.  Any member 
can stand for election to the board.  Members of the Board 
of Directors may be contacted by leaving a message at 905-
372-0577 or by emailing info@northumberlandplayers.com  

Explore what inspired the play! More about: 
 

The landscape 
The history 

The family 
Themes  - scan the symbol below 
with your phone! 

                                     

mailto:info@northumberlandplayers.com


 

 

 

 
 

 
 
MARLEY SOUTTER - Rebecca 
Marley Soutter is delighted to be playing Rebecca in 
the Northumberland Players’ production of Once Upon 
a Rocking Chair alongside her talented cast 
mates.  Thanks to our director Jessica for making this a 
fun and collaborative experience.  Recent/favorite 
credits include Catherine in Proof and Lily in The Secret 
Garden. 

 

REBECCA SUMNERS - Chelsea 
Rebecca is returning to the stage with Northumberland 
Players after at least 17 years; she is equal parts 
terrified and ecstatic! A former participant in NP's 
Youththeatre and recipient of a NP post-secondary 
bursary, Rebecca is grateful to Jessica Outram for 
taking a chance on her and is thrilled to bits to share 
the magic of the Firehall Theatre with audiences! 

  

 

 

 
MADISON CHARD – Tina 
Madison has been involved in theatre since she was 8 
years old. She has performed in almose 30 shows, both 
musical and dramatic. She was a member of the La 
Jeunesse Choir for 7 years and enjoys acting, song and 
dance. She has performed in the Northumberland area 
along with groups in Peterborough. 
She especially enjoys working with the Players and her 
Dad who is also involved in Community Theatre in the 
area. 
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Northumberland Players Costume House Volunteers 
Karen Harrison • David Hoare • Jack Boyagian • Bea Quarrie 

Maureen and Dave Outram • Laura Garton 
Colborne Public School staff • East Northumberland Secondary School 

Northumberland Photography Club 
 

Also, thank you to Jack Boyagian for organizing the Opening Night Club. 

 

 



 

 

Production Volunteers 

Producer  . . . Matt Kowalyk 
Director . . . Jessica Outram 

Stage Manager . . . Linda Cardie 
Assistant Stage Manager . . . Kara Besson 

Properties Manager . . . Leslee Argue 
Set Designer and Set Decor . . . Angela Young 

Set Construction Lead . . . 
 

Frank Burns 

Set Construction . . . David McTavish, Dave Clark,  
Ken MacDonald, Tony Walker,  
John Forder, Jack Boyagian, Jean Philion, 
John Matthew, Rick Morrison,  
Michael Vlajkov, Jim Finan 

Set Painters . . . Angela Young (lead), Leslee Argue, 
 Ken Forsythe, Jody Forsythe,  
Kara Besson, Wendy Sheppard,  
Karen Harrison 

Costume Designer . . . Jamie Finan 
Lighting Design and Operation    . . . Evan Soutter 

Sound Design . . . Matt Kowalyk, Jessica Outram 
Sound Operator . . . Stella Graf  

Hair and Make-Up . . . Cast 
 Show Photographer . . . Rick Miller, David J. Archibald 

Poster Design . . . Greg Curtis 
Programme  . . . Anne-Marie Bouthillette 

Marketing . . . Alina Adjemian, Maureen Holloway, 
Laura Garton 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FRANCINE BELANGER - Sue 
Francine is delighted to rekindle her passion for stage acting 
dating back to college days with this Firehall Theatre debut. 
She is honored to be part of such a highly talented and 
dedicated team of people. She is particularly grateful to 
Jessica Outram for having written such a wonderful script 
and for her care, guidance and encouragement throughout. 
Francine thanks her husband and friends for their 
unwavering support. 
 

 

 
KELLY AMBROSE - Emma 
Kelly fell in love with theatre in Grade 8 performing in The 
Mikado many years ago. Her musical theater experiences in 
Toronto were with The St. Pat’s Players doing Gilbert & 
Sullivan, then after relocating to Northumberland County in 
2005 with my family, performing in musicals with both VOS 
and The Northumberland Players. When Kelly first read 
Jessica’s play at a VOS play reading a few years ago, she 
found so much of it resonated with her on a personal level: 
the setting, characters, their strength and love of family. It 
has truly been an incredible joy to work with all these 
women and forge what she hopes are lengthy friendships 
both on and off the stage. 

 

 

 
KIM BROUWER - Veronica 
Kim hails from London, Ontario where she performed in 
many community and professional theatre companies as an 
actress, singer and dancer.  The Gallery Theatre, Huron 
County Playhouse, The Grand, UWO Gilbert and Sullivan 
Society as well as London Community Players were her 
stomping grounds.  After a brief retirement from being on 
stage, she has spent the last 30+ years behind the scenes as 
a producer and director in Canadian television.  Recently 
relocating from Toronto to Cobourg, Kim made a promise to 
herself to return to her first love and auditioned for a role 
with the Northumberland Players.  To her great delight, she 
won the part of Veronica and is making a triumphant return 
to the stage!  She loves her new 'family' of sisters and 
daughters and nieces and is so happy to be back on the 
boards.  Enjoy all the 'feels' that Once Upon a Rocking Chair 
brings! 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

MATT KOWALYK – Producer 
Matt has always loved theatre.  Having studied acting 
in University, he’s so proud to be a part of the Players.  
A first foray into producing, he is ecstatic to have been 
part of such an amazing show.  He’d like to thank all 
cast and crew for their dedication and hard work.  A 
special shout out to Jessica for her labour of love that 
is Rocking Chair. 
 

 

JESSICA OUTRAM – Playwright, Director 
Jessica Outram is a local writer and educator. She is a 
member of the Playwright's Guild of Canada and the 
publisher of Sunshine in a Jar Press. Her two plays, 
Once Upon a Rocking Chair and Hunt Week were 
inspired by her family cottage on Georgian Bay. Other 
publications include From the Cottage Porch: An 
Anthology and The Writing Spiral: Learning as a Writer. 
Some directing credits include: Once Upon a Rocking 
Chair (StoneCircle Theatre); Hunt Week (StoneCircle 
Theatre); Little Shop of Horrors (Notre Dame CSS); 
Romeo and Juliet (Notre Dame CSS); The Secret Garden 
(Notre Dame CSS); and Twelfth Night (Assistant 
Director, Driftwood Theatre Group). She has 
performed in local productions of VOS Theatre's On the 
Rooftop and Shrek (as Dragon), and most recently in 
Northumberland Players' Production of The Secret 
Garden as a Dreamer. Read her blog at: 
www.sunshineinajar.com for more info. By day, Jessica 
works as a Principal for the Kawartha Pine Ridge 
District School Board. 

 

 

 
LINDA CARDIE – Stage Manager 
This is Linda’s third play with the Northumberland 
Players, and she is so pleased to be working with a 
great cast and crew!  Linda was very involved in 
theatre in high school, and afterwards 
enjoyed watching theatre from afar. When she moved 
to Cobourg, Linda decided to join the Northumberland 
Players and become involved working backstage. It has 
been an amazing experience and she would like to 
thank many people for allowing her this 
opportunity.  This play has been a labour of love for 
her, as her family enjoyed cottaging in Muskoka for 
many years. Thank you Jessica! 
 

 
 
 

Director’s Notes 
 
What an honour to direct the final production of Northumberland 
Players’ 40th Anniversary season! What a wonderful coincidence 
that the show runs during Canada’s 150th birthday celebrations! 
This story is very much a Canadian story. Inspired by my family’s 
tradition, the De La Roche women capture the spirit of girls’ week 
at the cottage (albeit with far more drama than our real girls’ 
weeks ever had). I began writing the play in 2006. It was first staged 
in 2008 by StoneCircle Theatre in Ajax. Last summer I rewrote many 
sections of the play so the 2017 Northumberland Players 
production is a premiere of the updated script. 
 Thank you to the Northumberland Players for taking a chance on 
me. Thank you to the actors for the countless hours of character 
and scene work. Thank you to the designers and builders and 
organizers and volunteers who worked so hard behind the scenes 
to bring this vision to life. What a group of talented, dedicated 
people! 
 This project has always been more than a play. A year ago the 
show was about connecting to my new community, sharing a story 
with you that I hoped you would find connections with too. And 
then once rehearsals began, it changed.  My Aunt Estelle (who 
inspired one of the characters) was diagnosed with cancer in 
February. And then in April Aunt Estelle was gone. The themes of 
the play became so much more real. Precious. Vital. The project 
became a way to preserve the memories of our beloved girls’ 
weeks, to collect new stories by sharing this play with others, and 
to hold up to the light the meaning of time with family. 
 If you could collect in a jar a moment with your loved ones, what 
would you put inside? 
 

Jessica Outram 


